
1

ALWAYS
        FORWARD

July 2021. Volume 8, Issue 2

Board of  Directors 
President: 

Mark Halleck 
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Sandie Taylor.  
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  Programs:    Gary Estess 
  Hospitality: Diddy Muck 
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       Jane Doherty 
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Bob Sponaugle 
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Jim Stevens 
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Father Felix Osasona 
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Melia Reed 
Trustees: 

Charlie Garland 
Arlane Sponaugle 

Shalom Rep:  Doug Reed 
Newsletter: Mary Lou Purello 

Meetings: 
4th Monday of  the Month 

Italiano’s Restaurant 
217 FM 1960 Bypass, 

Humble, TX 
6:30 Social, 7:00 Dinner

“To become a priest or a religious is not primarily our choice, it is our answer to a calling, a calling of love.” Pope Francis 

Serra Club Northeast of Houston
St. Martha Mary & Lazarus, St. Philip the Apostle, St. Leo the Great, St. Mary Magdalene, St. John of the Cross, St. Dominic 

SERRA Northeast of Houston HAPPENINGS
• Thurs. July 1 -  St. Junipero Serra feast day 
• Fri. July 9  - Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction for Vocations following the 8:30 

a.m. Mass, St. Martha 
• Tues. July 13 - Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction for Vocations,  following the 

7:00 p.m. Mass, St. Martha 
• Sat. July 10 - 11:00 am -Serra Meets check website for Zoom invite. 

Serra Meets.   
• Mon. July 26 -  6:30 p.m., IN-PERSON MEETING AT                            

ITALIANO’S.  Dan Kidd will be our guest speaker 
• Oct. 7-10, Serra International Convention in Chicago 
• Dec. 13 -  Annual Christmas party and recommitment at the Manor 

House in the Barrington 

July
Month of the Precious Blood

https://serraus.org/serra-meets/


2

A WORD FROM OUR CHAPLAIN, FATHER FELIX 

Father Felix

Why I Love Being a Catholic   

Last year I read a book with the above title published by Dynamic Catholic with the 
foreword written by Matthew Kelly, a renowned Catholic author. The book compiled 
the stories of  ordinary Catholics sharing their hopes, dreams, and love for the church. I 
felt inspired reading the simple things in the church that helped ordinary Catholics to 
be strong in their faith. I like to share something about the faith that made me love 
being a Catholic.   

I am a Catholic priest, and I love the Eucharist. I grew up in a Catholic family in Omuo-Ekiti, Southwestern part 
of  Nigeria. My dad was the first to be a Catholic in his family while my mom is a second generation Catholic. 
Both of  my parents had their elementary education in a mission school founded by the Irish missionaries who 
brought the Catholic faith to Nigeria. It was through the mission school that my father first heard about Jesus and 
later asked the priest for baptism.  

I received First Communion before my ninth birthday. I remember being anxious approaching the altar rail that 
day but felt peace and joy after receiving the Communion. I went back to my pew and knelt to pray and talked to 
Jesus whom I just received. I had observed my mother kneeling down in silence after receiving the Holy 
Communion. My love for the Eucharist drew me closer to the altar and I told my parish priest that I would like to 
be an altar server. He allowed me. Apart from serving the Sunday Mass in the main parish, the priest would take 
me and some other altar servers to the mission stations to help him at Mass. This was where my interest in the 
priesthood grew.   

We celebrated the Solemnity of  Corpus Christi, the Body and Blood of  Christ in June. This feast highlights the 
mystery of  our faith – that Christ is present whole and entire in the Eucharist. We had a procession after the 5 
p.m. Sunday Mass around my parish, and it was so good to have many faithful joined the procession. Jesus left 
behind his body and blood for us as food and drink so that we can be in communion with him. The Eucharist is 
the real presence of  Jesus with us, and it is fitting to adore him. When next you attend Mass (which should be 
every Sunday and Holy Day of  Obligation), remember to pay attention to the altar and what Jesus is doing there. 
He comes to speak to us in his word, he offers himself  as the lamb of  sacrifice, and he gives himself  to us as food 
to nourish us so that we may become what we eat and drink. Thank you, Lord for your gift to us in the Eucharist! 

Rest in Peace, Fr. Ryan Stawaisz: The associate pastor of  Prince of  Peace church in Houston went to our 
Lord on Monday, 21st of  June after battling cancer of  the lungs. He was only a priest for two years, but each day 
was lived with gratitude and appreciation for the gift of  Jesus in the Eucharist. He carried within himself  the pain 
of  sickness that helped him to value each day as a gift, and each Mass he celebrated as an encounter with the 
Lord. We pray for the eternal repose of  his soul, and comfort for his family and friends. 
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A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT, MARK HALLECK 

Mark

Fr. Ralph Roberts in a recent homily asked, “How well do you know Jesus?” He was reflecting on 
the readings from the Gospel of  Mark Chapter 5 Verses 21-43.  As often happens I found myself  
fitting both comfortably and uncomfortably in various roles depicted therein, and Fr. Ralph’s 
question prompted me to consider which character most closely mirrored my own behavior. 

First, there was the lady who had suffered her entire life with 
hemorrhages, who moved close to Jesus in a crowd to touch his garments 
in hope of  finding relief  from her affliction.  She succeeded and was 
cured for her effort and her faith. Then there was the crowd that 
ridiculed Jesus when he said, “the child is not dead but asleep.” Jesus put 
the non-believers out of  the house before taking the little girl’s hand and 
telling her to “arise”.   

After grappling with the question for some time, the answer that occurred 
to me was that at any given time my actions could reflect those of  the 

afflicted woman or those who ridiculed Jesus.  It reminded me that I must 
be diligent and persevere in my pursuit of  holiness, but also what a precious gift our Priests and 
Religious are.   

Our Priests, Deacons and Religious inspire us by their example and the commitment of  their lives 
to Our Lord & Savior. They encourage a thorough examination of  our 
consciences in their homilies and personal interactions with us. Our Priests 
provide absolution and renew hope for those times we stumble in the 
Sacrament of  Reconciliation, and perhaps best of  all, they bring us the gift of  
Jesus in the Eucharist.  Where would we be without them? 

I pray you will have a joyous and wonderful post-pandemic summer and that 
we, like the afflicted woman, will remain determined and persevere in our 
journey to move ever closer to the Lord.
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MONTHLY MEETING 

Joelma Regis, shared her her amazing faith story from a town in Brazil to Associate 
Director for the Office of  Vocations.  

Joelma’s family was very involved with the church.  Her mother encouraged her children 
to love Jesus.  When Joelma and her sister were about to receive 1st Holy Communion, 
her mother told them that you can ask Jesus anything, and it will come true.   So, at the 
age of  8, she asked Jesus to please let her be a nun, but then at the age of  13, enjoying 
her time with friends, she again sent Jesus another plea, please don’t listen to my prayer 
when I was 8.  I do not want to be a nun!  Joelma enjoyed freedom, friendship, and of  the 
5 sisters, she was considered the rebel.   

She loved to dance, and often went to dances without her parent’s knowledge.  And then 
she went on a retreat led by the Folkalare Movement and her life changed.   She saw 
these consecrated women as so very happy and so fulfilled.  They taught her to see Jesus 
in all. She at first tried to convince God and even herself  that this was not the life for her, but Jesus kept calling, saying, 
“Come and follow Me.”  She did so joyfully over 25 years ago. 

Her discernment as a member of  the Work of  Mary, known as the Focalare Movement, took her to Sao Paulo, Brazil 
and then Italy where she completed social and religious studies at the Instituto Mystici Corporis in Florence.  She was 
involved in a dance group, whose purpose was to give glory to God through dance.  The dance was all about the 
Gospels and God.  Reaching people through the arts was their goal.   

New York City was her next move. She not only performed , but also taught children different forms of  art, always 
worshiping God.  Always, creating something with God through the arts. Her next move brought her to Texas where 
she met Father Richard who offered her the position as Associate Director.  But I want to dance!  What does this have 
to do with the arts?   Joelma prayed for guidance and the answer was, “yes”.   This is how Jesus wants you to serve 
Him.   

Her work at the Vocation office has been rewarding to many.  She led the change by bringing women more to the focus 
of  the vocation discernment.  Her day to day life at the office is very busy and her creativeness is apparent.  She 
introduced the Samuel Group, a program from Italy; Father Richard leads the men while Joelma leads the women in 
their discernment as to how to serve God. 

She leads women in discernment and always tells them that the aim is to want what 
God wants for you.    
Always give 100%, then turn it over to God.   

She continually works on her own prayer life so that Jesus will be growing more  in 
her.  She wants Jesus to use her to attract young people. Consecrated woman, Joelma 
Regis,  asked us for prayers for a group that is discerning now in Galveston.  Father 
Richard leading the men and Joelma leading the women.   

Her goal - one that is ours as Serrans - is to grow in her spiritual life. 

Thank you Joelma for an inspiring talk.  P.S.  Mom did not get her wish, but happily knows that those two daughters 
who received first Holy Communion that day are both Consecrated Women. 

My Mother Wanted One of  her Daughters To Be a Nun
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Thanks to the 
contribution of  so 
many, we won the 

Serra Council South 
Central Region Best 
Newsletter Award for 

the second year!

Welcome guest Campisi and Kennedy family

Donna, winner of the 
Medyko Award!  

John and Pat Bush recognized for 
their tireless work organizing 
Adoration and Benediction

Full house enjoying our first person meeting in over a year 

Deacon Gary 
led us in 
prayer
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SERRA INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

Father Nathan 
Cromleuy,C.S.J
.

Father Brian Welter

CHICAGO  -   OCTOBER 7-10

Serra Convention

Serra International Convention 
will be held in Chicago.         Father 
Nathan and Father Brian are two of  the 

presenters. 
Click the link below for more 

information and to register for this 
event.

ARCHDIOCESE  NEWS  - ORDINATION 

Many Serrans were fortunate to be able to attend 
the ordination of  our new priests.  Thank you 
Maggie and Melia for taking pictures.

https://www.serrainternational.org/news/serra-international-convention-be-held-oct-7-10-2021-chicago
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SERRA CLUB NORTHEAST OF HOUSTON NEWS PRAYER CONTEST 

Some St. Mary Magdalene winners…continuation of last months report

St. Martha winners…continuation of last months report

Vocation Prayer  

Dear everlasting and loving Father, we ask you to pray for those 
called to a religious way of  life. We thank you for calling both men 
and women to serve Your everlasting Kingdom. Guide them to 
follow Your will as brother, sister, or priest. Fill their hearts with a 
calling to serve with an intercession from our Mother Mary, so 
that they may go about and preach Your Word. Help the poor and 
needy, and love one another in all that they do. In the name of  the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

Madison Koch – 7th Grade 
St. Mary Magdalene Catholic School  

Vocation Prayer  

Dear Creator and beloved Father, We praise 
you and adore you. We ask for more people to 
listen to your calling and accept to join the 
religious life to learn more about you. We also 
ask for more men to join the priesthood 
throughout the world to spread the word of  
the Lord. I thank you for everything you have 
done for my family, friends and me. Amen.  

Aidan Lopez – 8th Grade 
St. Mary Magdalene Catholic School 

Prayer for All Priests 

Dear Mary, 
As a mere youthful woman, you accepted God 
from the moment he spoke to you through an 

angel.  While we search for our vocation, guide us 
to trust God and accept his plan for us.  Assist us in 
discerning God’s call to the life of  a priest, sister, or 
brother.  Teach us to be as accepting as you were in 
your call to motherhood of  Jesus Christ.  Come to 

our aid in our moments where we feel lost or 
confused about our vocations.  Thank you for all 

the help you have already given us.  Amen. 

TiClo LaRoche – 7th Grade, St. Martha Catholic School

Vocation Prayer 

Dear Lord, 
We thank you for the kindness and gifts you have offered us in 
each and every one of  our lives.  We pray in your holy name 
for all those whom you are calling to respond with generous 

hearts to leading a religious life.  We ask that you may deliver 
the courage to their hearts to lay all that they have at your feet 

to become what you have called them to be.  May they 
understand how important and unique their specific vocation 
is to you as well to the church.  We pray for their safety and 
health, and that the church may continue to grow as they 
answer their callings.  Thank you Lord, for offering your 

kindness and mercy to us here today, and in your holy name 
we pray for those called to serve you through religious life. 

Amen.  
Sophia Tower – 8th Grade, St. Martha Catholic School 
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JULY SAINTS FOR SURVIVING 2021   

July 1 - St. Junipero Serra- Born on the island of  Mallorca near Spain in 1713, Miguel Jose Serra wanted to be a 
monk. He joined the order of  St. Francis Assisi when he was 15 and called himself  Junípero. He studied philosophy and 
became a teacher of  the same subject, but his heart longed to be a missionary. Across the ocean in the new world of  the 
Americas, people were needed to convert those who already lived there. This is what Junípero wanted to do, so he and some 
other monks headed for Mexico. After 16 years in Mexico, Junípero traveled north to California, where he opened nine 
missions and dedicated his life to converting people of  indigenous cultural groups. Before his life ended from a snake bite in 
1784, Father Junípero Serra confirmed more than 5,300 in the New World. Those who knew him remembered his zeal for 

God, his self  denial, and the absolute love and trust he had for God. He was a popular preacher, and after learning the language of  the Pame 
Indians of  Mexico, Junípero translated the catechism for them. 

July 3 - St. Thomas the Apostle - Can you imagine an apostle, the closest followers of  Christ, having 
doubts about Jesus? St. Thomas did, and his disbelief  helps us to understand how important the gift of  faith 
is. The other apostles told Thomas, “We have see the Lord” (John 20:25). Imagine how shocked they must 
have been when Thomas answered them by saying, “Unless I see the mark of  the nails in his hands and put 
my finger into the nail marks and put my hand into his side, I will not believe” (John 20:25).A week later, Jesus 
again came to the apostles. After wishing them peace, Jesus told Thomas to look at his hands and to touch his 
side. He invited Thomas to believe. Thomas was ashamed that he had doubted Jesus’ Resurrection. Thomas 
never doubted the Lord again, and he dedicated his life to helping others to believe in Jesus—even though they 

never saw Christ face to face. 

Saints Resource July

July 6 - St. Maria Goretti -Maria Goretti was only twelve years old when she died in 1902. A neighbor 
Alessandro, tried to sexually assault her, but she stopped him and he stabbed her 14 times.  Maria died the 
next day after telling her mother she forgave Alessandro. At his trial, Alessandro was found guilty and 
sentenced to 30 years in prison. At first, he was angry, but soon he began to feel sorrow for his terrible sin. 
He said he dreamt that Maria visited him and gave him lilies. He changed the way he acted and began to 
treat people in kindly ways. When he was released from prison, the first thing he did was to go to Maria’s 
mother to beg forgiveness. He later went to live with Franciscans as a layperson, working as a gardener and 
in other menial tasks. 

July 14 - St. Kateri Tekakwitha -More than 300 years ago, around 1656, Kateri lived in what is now the state of  New York. 
Her mother was a Catholic and a member of  the Algonquin tribe, and her father was a Mohawk warrior. At the 
time, this Native American nation did not believe in the Christian God. When she was just a young child, 
Kateri’s mother and father and brother died of  smallpox. The smallpox left scars on Kateri’s face and affected 
her eyesight. She looked different from other children. They made fun of  her. When Kateri was 18, a Catholic 
missionary came to Kateri’s village. Kateri began instruction in the Catholic faith and missionary baptized her. 
But everyone made fun of  her new beliefs. So at the age of  20, Kateri ran away to Canada. There she led a holy 
life. She taught children about God. She cared for sick and old people. Kateri was only 24 years old when she 
died. At her death, it is said that the disfiguring scars she suffered from smallpox disappeared. Fifty years after 
her death, the first convent for Indian nuns was established in Mexico, and they began praying for sainthood for 
Kateri. In 1980, she was the first Native American to be beatified. She is often called "The Lily of  the 
Mohawks" or "the Mohawk Maiden." On October 21, 2012, Pope Benedict XVI canonized Kateri Tekakwitha. 

July 6 - St. Andrew of  Phú Yėn - Though he lived a short life, Andrew of  Phú Yen was an amazing witness 
for Christ to the people of  Vietnam. Andrew joined the Maison Dieu (“House of  God”) catechist group and 
vowed to help spread the Gosepl for all his days. There were those in Vietnam who did not support Christianity. 
The rulers of  the region warned the Christians that they must give up their faith or be put to death. He refused 
to give up his faith. Right before his death in 1624 at the age of  nineteen, he cried out to those watching him in 
the audience. He encouraged the Christians to remain strong in their faith. He cried out the name “Jesus” just 
before the final stroke that ended his life. Today, Andrew is remembered as an example of  courage and faith, 
even when faced with suffering 

http://saintsresource.com/category/july
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SERRA CLUB NORTHEAST OF HOUSTON NEWS 

The Adopt a Seminarian group took one of  their 
seminarians, Frater Lazarus, out to lunch on May 30 at 
J. Christopher’s. 
Frater, a member of  St. John of  the Cross Church, is 
in the  Norbitine order, and if  God willing, will make 
his final profession next year.  
Pictured from left to right: 
Diddy Muck, Cecilia & Lynn McDonald, Frater 
Lazarus, Betty and Charlie Menard, & Pat & John 
Bush

SERRA CLUB NORTHEAST OF HOUSTON 

Placing banners to celebrate priest’s milestones, is 
what we as Serrans do!   Thank you Sandie & Donna.First in-person Serra Board Meeting since March 2020!

July Religious Ordination Anniversaries 
16 - Daniel Cardinal DiNardo, Chancery 
20 - Sr. Nohemi Lara, CMST, Missionary of  St. Theresa 
21 - Sr. Mary Thecla, Daughters of  Divine Love

Prayers for : 

• Gelly Estess’ father who died recently.  
• Father Felix as he travels to Nigeria to visit his famly.  

Safe travels, Father  
• Rest in Peace, Fr. Ryan Stawaisz 

July Birthdays  
5 - Sr. Jane Michael, Sisters of  
Jesus the Saviour Convent 
8 - Sandie Taylor 
9 -  Peggy Angelino 
18 - Claude Guillemette, Sr. 
24 - Dcn. Olatunde Branche - St. Mary Magdalene 
30 - Dcn. Mel Mouton, St. Stephen the Martyr Mission 

For more information about Serra Northeast of  Houston, please contact President, Mark Halleck, mhalleck@icloud.com. 

To update your information or to share pictures and other Serra  information please contact,                 Mary Lou Purello, 
marylou0038@icloud.com. Please do not hesitate to share stories, pictures, prayers. 

For information about Serra District 10, and Serra USA, check the following websites by clicking the links 
https://serraus.org            https://serra10.com 

mailto:mhalleck@icloud.com
mailto:marylou0038@icloud.com
https://serraus.org
https://serra10.com
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S e r r a n s  C a l l e d  t o  H o l i n e s s

Serran	Prayer	for	Vocations	

O, God, Who wills not the death of  a sinner but rather that he be converted and live, grant we beseech you, 
through the intercession of  the Blessed Mary ever Virgin, Saint Joseph, her spouse, St. Junipero Serra, and all the saints, 
an increase of  laborers for your Church, fellow laborers with Christ to spend and consume themselves for souls through 

the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with You, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Serrans are being called to pray the vocation prayer daily. Cut this out and place it in a place convenient for you.

Faith is what gets you started. Hope is 
what keeps you going. Love is what 

brings you to the end.
Mother Angelica

https://www.azquotes.com

Don't expect to build up the weak by pulling down the 
strong. 

Calvin Coolidge 

We are not the sum of our weaknesses and 
failures, we are the sum of the Father's love for 
us and our real capacity to become the image of 
His Son Jesus.

Pope John Paul II

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/63456
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/63456
https://www.azquotes.com/author/3231-Calvin_Coolidge
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/607706
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/607706
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/607706
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/607706
https://www.azquotes.com/author/11414-Pope_John_Paul_II

